
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 

Madison 6 

DEPARTMENT OF GENETICS 

August 4, 1955 

Dear-h: 

What I haw to say now is entirely informal, and may not prove to be 
a correct rhnterpretation. You will probably hear from Skoog more authori- 
tatively. I am sorry1 had to be so mysterfpus inmyletter a few days 
agO* 

As ~rou probably know, the eutrophication of the local lakes has been 
a terrific headache. Itwill give some idea of the financial. stakes that 
the City of bison will soon spend (unless it can evade it) about $5 million 
in constructing a sewage diversion thatprobablywill confer onlyaminor 
benefit. The property values involved are possibly largler than this locally, 
and the problem must be dtiplied many times over elsewhere. As a result, 
there has been considerable support for a research program on the factors 
responsible for the growth of algae, principally blue-greens. Ihisprog- 
has been going for seversl years under a fellow by the bame of Gerloff, whom 
you probably know, but for various reasons was in danger of being abandoned. 
It has occurred to me thatifyou could be interested in this kind of aprob- 
lem, there might be some chance of a solution (which would be a tremeddous 
practical benefit, and maks quite an impact in and for the university), there 
muld be (to mymiM) sn attractive position for you, and we would have the 
pleasure of your stimulation alsd company on campus. If the position becomes 
available, I am sure ~rou will be given a free hand to attack the problem from 
as fundameatsl a point of view as possible, with all that means in terms of 
physiological,cultural,nutritional, perhaps even genetic research. I smnot 
sure the Lakes Research Conunittee (which administers the show) is really hopeful 
of practical success, but it wants to leave no gap in our scientific understanding 
that conceivably could be the basis for a prscticsl attack. 

The chief shortcoming is that university tewe probably muld not accompany 
the position. There Axsis, hosever , considerable financial security attached 
to such a pspular program (aside from the tenure of the existing grant commitmsnts) 
and you can take it from IW that if you are as good a reseaxvh worker as we(you&I) 
both thinkyou are youneedhave no fears of finding apermanentpositionin 
due course. It is not impossible that you would still have the tims to con- 
tinue *dth your current program, though I would advise against planning this 
until youhave aclear picture of the scope bf the imnediate program, Whethsr 
Joyce would have a position directly in the program has not been brought up, 
though there are no laws against it. In any event, she would have no difficulty 
at all in finding a position coensurate withher abilities; if nothing else, 
there might be sopls w to start again here on algal genetiUst perhaps even the 
bluegreens. 



I am writing to urge that you give very car&U. consideration to any proposal 
you msy receive. I think there is a splendid opportunity here. I hope that the 
shock of shifting your immsdiate research directions, or the connotations of 
%ppliedn in thiswork don't frighten you away. The problem is a large ard a 
subtle one, but a fresh approach may be the m&n thing that is needed. Even by 
comparimn with your possible NIH grat support at ME&, there are enough virtues 
here to warrantgour csreffl consideration. Don't take on the job unless you 
conscientiously want to do your best on the indicated problems, but as I indicated 
before, Wisconsin is a flexible enough place that your future would not hinge on 
your immediate m practical 8ucces5, and themsinpointis Wtyouwillbe in 
a prominent position to show the quality of your research ability. 

are 

But if I'm wasting my tis~ in this direction, please let me know. 

A point I'd be curious about: are there any heavily&fertilized lakes that 
not seriously troubled with algae, and if so, why? 

Y 8 +ncerelq, 
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